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Boxelder Road (County Road 17) is located south of Interstate 25 approximately three miles
outside of Glenrock, Wyoming extending up into the Laramie Mountains. This roadway
provides a critical connection for Converse County residents and State of Wyoming-

owned Duncan Ranch trailhead to access public lands for recreation and hunting. The
project included the complete reconstruction of approximately 5.2 miles of the Boxelder
Road (County Road 17). Project goals generally consisted of addressing roadway geometry
deficiencies and challenging roadside design components to improve corridor safety while
balancing the economy of improvements with Converse County goals. It was critical to
establish a communicative and collaborative process with County staff at project kick-off. A
thorough understanding of goals and objectives facilitated a proper alternatives analysis and

further supported discussions on the desired and practical improvements to be implemented.

Several challenges were encountered throughout but the primary concerns were associated
with steep grades and highly variable hard rock outcroppings. To properly address

these concerns, the HDR design team had to leverage mountain road design expertise

to incorporate non-typical geometric design and functionality components to maintain
safety, constructability, and economy. Some of these components included curve widening,
significantly reduced superelevation values, culvert inlet swales, and various construction
engineering elements that were implemented on the fly during construction. Working hand
in hand with the construction team led by Oftedal Construction, the County broke ground on

the $13.3 million roadway reconstruction project on September 11, 2023 and concluded on
October 22, 2024.

Even though the project did encounter some changes in condition on-site, the ultimate goals
of improving safety and functionality, meeting project schedule, and staying within budget on
this complex engineering and construction project were successfully met.
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